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Belvoir Special School Newsletter 
38 Gayview Drive, WODONGA, 3690 

Dear Parents/Carers/Friends, 
 

Student Absences 
A reminder to all parents to ensure that they inform the school when their child is going to be away or when 

they will return from an absence.  All non-explained absences will cause an SMS to be sent to    families and 

this should remind them to contact the school around the absence. 

If you receive an SMS and you believe that your child should be at school or has been marked absent by mis-

take, please give us a call as soon as possible.  This will ensure that we check our information and make sure 

that the student is where they are supposed to be and is not missing. 

Students who have extended unexplained absences of more than three days will receive a call from the 

school asking for an explanation from the parents/carer.  The School Stream App is a quick and simple way 

to notify the school about absences.  Information about the App can be 

found in this newsletter. 

Thank you to all of those families who do complete absence             

notifications each day.  This greatly assists the staff in the office each 

day. 

 

School Council News   
The Annual Reporting Meeting (AGM) of the school council will be 
held on  Wednesday 15th March, 6.00pm . 
We are now calling for nominations for school council. An information 
flyer on school council and nomination forms are included in this  
newsletter. Additional nomination forms are available from the school 
office.  Staff and parents can nominate themselves for the election, or 
someone else can nominate them. Nominations for School Council will 
close on Monday 6th March, 2023. 
 
Belvoir Swimming Carnival 
Our annual swimming carnival is happening next Friday 3rd March 
9.30am to 2.00pm at Albury Swim centre. Sausages in bread will be 
provided.  Foundation students who will be attending must be           
supervised by their parents.  If you have any questions or queries, 
please contact the office. 
 
 
Hats, Caps and Sunscreen  
As a sun smart school all students are required to wear a hat whilst they 
are in the yard at recess and lunchtime as well as while they are on   
outings. Unfortunately, sun smart hats do not include caps. Many of our 
students are wearing caps to and from school and while this is fine all 
students must have a broad brimmed hat or bucket hat to wear during 
the day. All classrooms have sunscreen in them, and teachers and ES 
staff will apply sunscreen to students during this sunny period of the 
year. There are a number of students that have allergies to sunscreens. 
If your child has such an allergy, please let your child’s teacher know 
and if possible supply a sunscreen that they can use each day. All staff 
are particularly aware of the sun at this time of the year and we will do 
everything that we can to ensure students remain as sun smart as  
possible. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER  

 
Year 7 Immunisations 
Monday 27th February 

 
Belvoir Swimming Carnival 

Friday 3rd March 
Albury Swim Centre 

 
Belvoir Athletics Carnival 
Wednesday 15th March 
Albury Athletics Track 

 
Annual Reporting Meeting 

(AGM) 
Wednesday 15th March, 

6.00pm @ Belvoir 
 

Term 1 Finish 6th April  
@ 2.30pm 

 
Term 2 Start 26th April 

 
Dyson’s Buses 

 
PHONE NUMBERS 

 
BUS 1: 0460 935 609 

 
BUS 2: 0460 875 492 

 
BUS 3: 0460 896 490 

 
BUS 4: 0460 869 012 

 
Belvoir Bus: 0431 756 813 



Parental Concerns or Issues 
Belvoir Special School welcomes feedback, both posi-

tive and negative, and is committed to    continuous 

improvement. We value open communication with 

our families and are committed to understanding 

complaints and addressing them appropriately. We 

recognise that the        complaints process provides an 

important opportunity for reflection and learning.  

 

We encourage and value open positive relationships 

with our school community and understand that it is 

in the best interests of students for there to be a 

trusting relationship between families and our school. 

 

Parents are able to contact the school through the 

student diaries which are sent home with  students 

each day, or they can ring the school to speak with 

classroom staff before or after school most days.   

 

If the matter is urgent parents are able to email      

belvoir.wodonga.sds@education.vic.gov.au or call the 

school on 0260 598 987 and speak with or organize a 

time to the discuss the issue with either Emma, myself 

or relevant staff. 

 

Our full complaints and other policies can be found at:  

Policies and Forms - Belvoir Special Development 

School (belvoirss.vic.edu.au)  

 
 

Coffee Catch Up 
 

All parents & carers of our Belvoir Students are  
invited to join us for our coffee catch ups this term. 
9am – 10am/10:30am Wednesday (fortnightly) in 

the Life Skills House on campus. 
Come relax, have a cuppa, meet some new people 

in a safe, supported, inclusive environment. 

Catch Up Dates for Term 1: 
8th March - 22nd March - 5th April 

Looking forward to meeting you all! 

 

mailto:belvoir.wodonga.sds@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.belvoirss.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms/
https://www.belvoirss.vic.edu.au/policies-and-forms/


ROOM 4 NEWS 
Kim, Lisa P.,Raquel & Marnie 

We have had a busy but great start to term 1.  
In numeracy we have been looking at patterns, making action patterns with our bodies during learning walks, 

creating patterns in routine activities and using materials to create and complete simple patterns.  

 

 

 

A focus in literacy has been on our names; writing them, tracing them, finding the letters in them and 
using both upper- and lower-case letters. We have also been practising tracing and writing the          

alphabet.   

We have enjoyed keeping our bodies healthy and calm using Cosmic Yoga and have enjoyed various 
sensory experiences like water and playdough. Riding bikes on the bike track has also been a hit to 

burn some extra energy! 





BELVOIR EASTER RAFFLE 

2023 

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
It’s that time of the year again when we ask our families to help us 
raise funds for the school by supporting our Annual Easter Raffle! 
 
We are asking for  donations of eggs,  rabbits and  baskets so that 
they can be made into wonderful and colourful raffle prizes.  
 
If you are unsure about what to donate, please contact the office 
and  Andrea, Jo, Viv or Kaylene will be able to suggest some ideas. 
Tickets are $1.00 each. Could you please return sold tickets and 
money to the office by Monday 3rd of April, 2023.  Raffle tickets 
have been sent home.   
 
Prizes will be drawn on Wednesday 5th April, 2023 and winners will 
be notified by phone. Thank you for your support! 
 

 





Ellissa, Katrina, Sue & Kylie 

ROOM 15 NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

So far this term we have been working as a class, getting to know each other and settling into our new 
classroom.  
In literacy we have been learning about our reading and writing routines including finding the perfect 
spot to read and how to stay focused when writing. 
In maths, our focus has been time. We made sundials which were used many years ago to tell the 
time. We also worked together to create a class calendar with all of the important events for the year.  
We have been learning about expressing our emotions in a safe way, using our Zones of Regulation 
toolboxes and trying different strategies to help us. While setting the expectations for our class, we 
made a class caring tree where we can write caring words and kind things about each other.  
Written by Students in Room 15.  





Jess & Jane 

PERFORMING ARTS NEWS 

PURPLE POD MUSIC 

Purple pod are on a journey into the world of Hip 
Hop through a program called “Express Yourself” 
with Musical Futures Just Play program. 
Students will be learning about the history of Hip 
Hop/Rap, DJ’s and MC’s who first started, how 
graffiti is linked to the music and working on    
writing their own songs and beats.  
We can’t wait to share our knowledge over the 
term. 

 



Do you need help applying for the NDIS or Disability Support Pension for your child? 
 

My name is Natalie Ennis and I’m a Support Coordinator at PE Support Services 
(ABN - 38 865 726 149) 

 
I am available to support students and families at Belvior Special School in   applying for the NDIS and the Disability 

Support Pension.   
I have extensive knowledge in these   areas as well as being a qualified Psychosocial Recovery Coach, 

Case Manager & Capacity Building  Support Worker 
If you would like to contact me you can do so by sending an SMS to  

0497 003 574 or email  
natalieennis99@gmail.com. 

 
I look forward to helping you out. 

School Athletics - House Groups 
Students, Staff and Parents are put into groups according to their surnames.         

Each group has a name and color and it’s requested that everyone wears clothing the 
color of the house they are allocated to: 

Surnames between   Colour   House Name 

  A-D   =  Red         Mitta 
  E-K   =  Green        Murray 
  L-Q   =  Blue         Kiewa 

  R-Z   =  Yellow         Hume 





News bulletin: for school newsletters  
 

Human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine information for parents/guardians 
From February 2023, the National Immunisation Program (NIP) dosing schedule for the 
human papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine will change from two doses to a single dose for 
most people. 
 
What is the HPV vaccine? 
The Gardasil®9 vaccine protects against HPV infection, which is a common viral           
infection, usually affecting the genitals and spread through sexual contact. The vaccine is 
most effective when given before exposure to the virus, that is before a person becomes        
sexually active.  More information about HPV and the HPV vaccine can be found on the 
Better Health Channel. <https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/human-
papillomavirus-hpv-immunisation> 

How has the HPV vaccine schedule changed?  
From February 2023, the recommended HPV vaccine schedule for most people has 
changed from two-doses to a single dose course using the same Gardasil®9 vaccine. 
There is no change to the amount of vaccine that is given in the single dose.  

The schedule has not changed for immunocompromised people, and they may still 
need to receive three doses of HPV vaccine which are all funded under the NIP.   

Why was this change made? 
The change is based on advice from the Australian Technical Advisory Group on           
Immunisation (ATAGI), who have considered and reviewed the latest international      
clinical evidence. ATAGI support the large volume of clinical findings that a single dose 
of HPV vaccine provides about the same protection as two doses of HPV vaccine.   

What do you need to do? 

Wodonga council immunisation service will seek your consent for vaccinations delivered 
at school as usual – if you have already signed a paper based consent form for your Year 7 
students in 2023, you will not need to complete and sign a new one, as we will use the 
consent form that you have already returned. Only one dose of HPV vaccine will be     
provided to your child unless you have indicated that they are immunocompromised. If 
you have indicated that your child is immunocompromised, Council will contact you 
about the requirement for your child to receive further doses of HPV vaccine. 

If you would like to discuss the change, or clarify any information about the HPV vaccine 
please contact Wodonga council on 1800 655 360.  

Further information 

Better Health Channel: <https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/human-
papillomavirus-hpv-immunisation> 

https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/human-papillomavirus-hpv-immunisation
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/human-papillomavirus-hpv-immunisation
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/human-papillomavirus-hpv-immunisation















